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The Compliment - "To be.." - in Turkish - is used in
verbless sentences as - "The colour is blue.” - "I am ill." -
"The road is long."
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About the Compliment - to be
The Positive Form - "to be"

Although - to be - appears to be a Verb it is not. It is used in verbless sentences to describe a - state of being

The house is blue
Mehmet was ill.
It will be a quick journey

For this reason the Grammarians call it the Compliment. However many grammar books still refer to it as the verb - to be

Present Tense Suffixes - The Compliment - to be

The Verb to be takes the form of a suffix in Turkish. It is subject to Vowel Harmony Rules and also Consonant Mutation when
added to words ending in a Hard Consonant.

Personal Present Tense Suffixes

-im/-im/-um/-dm or -yim/-yim/-yum/-yim (after vowels) - | am
-sin/-sin/-sun/-sdn - you are

-dir/-dir/-dur/-dur or -tir. etc.. (consonant mutation) - he/she/it is

-iz/-1z/-uz/-0z or -yiz. etc.. (after vowels) - we are

-siniz/-siniz/-sunuz/-sinuz - you are

-dir(ler)/-dir(lar)/-dur(lar)/-dur(ler) or -tirler. etc.. (consonant mutation)- they are

/2 NOTE THAT THE THIRD PERSON PLURAL ENDINGS SHOWN IN BRACKETS ABOVE -LAR 0OR -LER ARE VERY OFTEN OMITTED IN
R CONVERSATION.

Past Tense Suffixes - The Compliment - to be

Buffer letter -y- is used in All Persons when suffixing to a word ending in a vowel.

NOTE THE USE OF THE BUFFER LETTER -Y- IN THE FORMATION OF THE PAST TENSE FOR VERB STEMS WHICH END IN A VOWEL. THIS IS TO
iR KEEP THE FINAL VOWEL OF THE VERB STEM SEPERATED BY MUTATING THE FIRST VOWEL OF THE PAST TENSE ENDINGS -1DIM ETC 10

-YDIM ETC.
Personal Past Tense Suffixes
Normal Forms
-dim/-dim/-dum/-dum or (After Vowels) -ydim .etc.. - | was

-din . etc.. or -ydin - you were
-di. etc.. or -ydi - he/she/it was
-dik. etc.. or -ydik - we were
-diniz. etc.. or -ydiniz - you were
-diler. etc.. or -ydiler - they were

Consonant Mutation

-tim. etc.. - | was
-tin - you were

-ti - he/she/it was
-tik - we were
-tiniz - you were
-tiler - they were



Vowel Harmony - the Compliment - to be
Both the present and past obey the rules of vowel harmony, which are summed up as follows:

The A - Undotted Group

Last vowel -a or -1 is followed by -1 in suffix.
yashyiz - we are old

hastaydik - we were ill

Last vowel -0 or -u is followed by u in suffix.

bir vazodur - it is a vase.
yorgundum - | was tired.

The E - Dotted Group

Last vowel -e or -i is followed by i in suffix.
bir ignedir - it is a needle

zengindin - you were rich

Last vowel -6 or -u is followed by U in suffix.

bir gbzdur - it is an eye.
Turk'tuler - they were Turkish.

Consonant Mutation - the Compliment - to be

The present and past tense suffixes which begin in -d- undergo consonant mutation -dir becomes -tir and all the past tense
suffixes beginning in -di become -ti after a final hard (unvoiced) consonant the letterscfh kpsst

Examples of Consonant Mutation
Present Tense and Past Tense
buyuktdr - it is large

buyuktd - it was large

genctirler - they are young
genctik - we were young

yavastin - you were slow
cabuktunuz - you were quick

sabahtir - it is morning
sabahti - it was morning

bir mektuptur - it is a letter
bir mektuptu - it was a letter

Mehmet' tir - It is Mehmet
Mehmet' ti - It was Mehmet

bir sepettir - it is a basket
bir sepetti - it was a basket
bir virastur - it is a virus
bir viristu - it was a virus

felakettir - it is a disaster
felaketti - it was a disaster

@ NOTE: SUFFIXES ARE NOT FIXED DIRECTLY TO PROPER NAMES (WORDS WHICH BEGIN WITH A CAPITAL LETTER), AN APHOSTROPHE COMMA
d IS USED INSTEAD:

Mehmet' tir - It is Mehmet
istanbul’ da - In Istanbul
Hukimet' ten - From the Government

Present Tense Reference Summary - The Compliment - to be

In the present tense only 3rd person singular has consonant mutation. It follows that for vowel harmony and consonant
mutation the following forms are used:

Singular Forms - Present

| am -im, -im, -Um, -um



I am (After Vowels) -yim, -yim, -yim, -yum

you are -sin, -sin, -sin, -sun

he/she/it is -dir, -dir, -dudr, -dur

he/she/it is (Consonant Mutation) -tir, -tir, -tdr, -tur
Plural Forms - Present

we are - -iz ,-1z,-0z, -uz

we are (After Vowels) - -yiz, -yiz, -ylz, -yuz

you are -siniz, -siniz, -suniz, -sunuz

they are -dirler, -dirlar, -durler, -durlar
they are (Consonant Mutation) -tirler, -tirlar, -turler, -turlar

Past Tense Reference Summary - the Compliment - to be

As every person suffix in the past tense begins with a -d then it follows that every person can be subject to consonant
mutation to -t when added to a word ending in a hard consonant.

Singular Forms - Past

| was -dim, -dim, -dim, -dum

I was (Consonant Mutation) -tim, -tim, -tim, -tum
I was (After Vowels) -ydim, -ydim, -ydum, -ydum

you were -din, -din, -din, -dun
you were (Consonant Mutation) -tin, -tin, -tdn, -tun
you were (After Vowels) -ydin, -ydin, -ydun, -ydun

he/she/it was -di, -di, -du, -du
he/she/it was (Consonant Mutation) -ti, -ti1, -tQ, -tu
he/she/it was (After Vowels) -ydi, -ydi, -ydl, -ydu

Plural Forms - Past

we were -dik ,-dik,-duk, -duk
we were (Consonant Mutation) -tik ,-tik,-tlk, -tuk
we were (After Vowels) -ydik, -ydik, -yduk, -yduk

you were -diniz, -diniz, -duniz, -dunuz
you were (Consonant Mutation) -tiniz, -tiniz, -tinuz, tunuz
you were (After Vowels) -ydiniz, -ydiniz, -ydinuz, -ydunuz

they were -diler, -dilar, -duler, -dular
they were (Consonant Mutation) -tiler, -tilar, -tuler, -tular
they were (After Vowels) -ydiler, -ydilar, -yduler, -ydular

Some Examples in the Present and Past Tenses
zengin - rich

zenginim - | am rich

zengindim - | was rich

yorgun - tired
yorgunum - | am tired
yorgundun - you were tired

pahali - dear, expensive
pahalidir - it is dear
pahaliydi - it was dear

kicguk - small
kbcguktdr - it is small
kicguktd - it was small
hasta - ill

hastayiz - we are ill
hastaydik - we were ill
yasl - aged/old
yaslisin - you are old
yasliydi - he was old

yoksul - poor
yoksuldurlar - they are poor
yoksuldular - they were poor



genc - young
genctirler - they are young
genctiler - they were young

The Future of The Compliment - will be

The Future of the Compliment is lacking in Turkish. It place is taken by the Future Tense of the Verb olmak - to be, to
become

Yarin hazir olacagim - | will be ready tomorrow
Er gec¢ zengin olacaksin - You will become rich soon
Bu gece parti ¢cok gluzel olacak - It will be a great party tonight

All these are Verbless Sentences but they use the Verb - olmak - to become - to convey the Future of the Compliment - to
be



